Verily, "Rasa" is another word for "Life" itself. Rasa is Brahma, Rasa is existence,
Rasa is wisdom, Rasa is consciousness, Rasa is bliss and joy; and Rasa glows
both in males and females; Rasa gives potency and develops all sexual and
secondary tendencies; Rasa alone is Retas; Rasa is Prana indeed!

Bhandasura thus become a veritable creature of darkness by stemming the
progress of evolution of life and spirit and of creation i-tself. The Moon could not
shine in his fullness even during the bright half of the month; the stars twinkled but
gloomily, looking hazy and clouded. Ignorance clouded all minds, while dire distress
and dismal death reigned supreme!

It was while things were in such diabolical grip that Parvati, being indirectly
responsible for Kama-dahana, and having been greatly disappointed in her love,
cast off all her ornaments and began an austere tapas.

Rati Devi unable to bear separation from her Lord Kamaraj was preparing to
commit suicide inspite ofVasantha's efforts at consoling her. A voice from the skies
finally dissuaded her from the act by prophesying their re-union. Pending this re-
union, Rati Devi also betook herself to Tapasya.

Even Vasantha was deeply affected; and he grieved very much at the passing
of his friend and companion whose demise alone was responsible for the birth of
Bhandasura and his kith who had now sucked up all Rasa from creation, leaving
him shrivelled up, weak and helpless.

BRAHMA, INDRA AND OTHERS APPROACH VISHNU

AGASTHYA:Oh Asvanana! I have heard from thee about the birth of Bhandasura
and his retinue, and the ghastly manner in which they drank up the Rasa from all
the three worlds, disguised in invisible forms. I am eager to learn who subdued and
destroyed Bhanda and his danavas, and how it was made possible in spite of Rudra's
boons.

HAYAGRIVA: Bhanda's victims in the three worlds got together with a View to
discover a method for bringing about the downfall of Bhanda with his kith and kin.
Brahma, Indra and his Dikpalas, Manu, Prahlada, Charana-Siddha Guhyakas and
others unanimously came to the conclusion that they should all go in a body to Lord
Vishnu, reclining on the limitless ocean of milk and surrenderthemselves to his will.
So they all proceeded as one man, and reached the abode of Vishnu. There, they
found the Lord of Vaikunta also sad at the demise of his son Madana, and the
consequent separation from his spouse Luxmi, on that account. Although reclining
in a lethargic state on his Sesha-talpa, Lord Vishnu cheerfully welcomed the visitors.
Divining their purpose, he was moved with pity at their pale complexions, lack-lustre
looks and listless movements. Deeply concerned at their evil fate, which had not
made an exception of him either, he said to them: "All of you are welcome! Are you
well? Alas! your faces are faded; your complexion lacks lustre; your eyes are filled
with tears; your bodies are weak and emaciated. Alas! the very sight of you fills me
with concern. All happiness and joy had their abode in you. Where do they dwell
now? Strength and Energy issued forth from you only. How have they forsaken you
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